Ih SYDNEY FLYING SQUADRON LTD

A brief history of 130 years of
THE SYDNEY FLYING SQUADRON
1891 to 2021
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SYDNEY FLYING SQUADRON LTD
s AUSTRALIAS OLDEST OPEN BOAT SAILING CLUB

In 1891 a group of Sydney sailing enthusiasts met to discuss the establishment of a
sailing club which would admat all classes of sailing craft. If was their belief that if
they were successful in forming such a club 1t would revolutionise sailing on Sydney
Harbour. The meeting was held at Rainford’ s Cambridge Club Hotel in Syvdney in
August 1891,




The first Honorary Secretary elected at that meeting was WJ Richardson. The meeting

also elected a committee of seven, consisting of G Ellis. Mr Eaton, Mark Foy_ Mr
Lapham, W Fitzhenry, Mr Blair and Mr Perrett.

Sydney Flying Squadron Yacht Club.
Ths Bydeay FI.'rl'-lI Fousdron 1 scht Clab is ibs
pams of & pew aniling ~inh whiek ia being innogrorated
for the {orthooming stason uzder the most favorable
aurpaotd.  The promoters have 1.:11l Lewt of ot jecta in
view, and that s (o more thorosghly populariss
#ifling. They poict omt that at presant after
ithe vessals hbave ones startsd l.'.l I tpreal Il

g'u- ae, from the fact 'IJu.t [ parscns
|0¢.‘1 to witnesa the racing from l1.l.rt. to Entsh nnﬂ
'lhlun. only from s steamer, and often under conasider-
abls inconvesisnes, sspocially for ladiss, who, if they
bhad a {nir epportenity, would gladiy witnes Pt
of the amailer oraft, aa well aa those of the regular

yaohis With this ides in view it is (153
endeavor to obtain eertain concessions of barbor
frontare, off which a trisognlar courss s to be

booyed off of not mope thas 3 miles in length, and

the races to be sailed 1n beata; that all boats shall”

oarry distinotive colors on their salls, so that they
may b nu.-ilh' kmnown on referencs to the

cards, Ths prisges too are to be offered on & m
mores  liberal sesale than hitherio, and each
clasa of clab boats ahall bave their afterncon’s rae-
ing an alt=Foative Hatwrdays, and i
bandicapa shall be givem to ths warioos sadle
ing mastars when starting thelr boate, s system
which anawered so well with the Port Jackson Club
last sonson. Mr. Mark Foy, who is taking & leading
intrreat in the pew clmb, gensroualy given tha
sum of A0 wwarda the formation of the slab, and
oth=r amounts bave bean I-rnlu:.tod. Ths club roomi
kave been lemsed in Oaford.street, and will shorily
be placed in opder for membera,
ingm ol inteodimy members have teen held, snd the
mastors of the following veasels hawe intimated thelr
intestion of registerine their boats in the clab, vis.,
Lottie, Cynthis, Haceland, Elsis, (irace Durling,
Eplendors, Flynway, Kannanook, B ;;h'.l., Maziurs,
Ghost, Unr Tom, Our Koy, Our Boys, Iverna, La
Wild Weve, Hegina, and Fina. NMr. W. J.
Hiohardser has bean sppointed secretary, and s com-
mittes consisting of Messra. Foy, Eilis, Lap
Eton, Hiair, Eton, and a mumber n'-l' the crew
each 'lwllu'l rhlmd have been pominated to draw ap s
eode of rules to be submitted 'lnqi:mtrsl. movting of
wembers to beld st an early date.

NOTICE OF CLUB FORMATION
AQUATICS 13 August 1891

Two or thres mests.

EYDNEY FLYI."H.'I YACIHT 8QUADLRON,
M Millan, M.L.A,, introduced &
of Alderman
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eould be witosssed, Tho club wished to
m';r:l nI*m Hl'?lﬁ'llf to ndil qn;
I"l! & eniranee mnu-r_'r 0 o
|l1.'|'|;|.‘| il -I.Ih!! it to oiler 'lml-lt-l' priccs
hﬁm also that it might bold out & gnaren=
|-uhlm that there would be no rowdyriom,
b had not beoa long formad, but it was mow o
£ 4hod it had over 1100 membors, They war!
pwhbl_rnnl_r require the use of tae grousd ab
avery sl Saturday  and in makizg this reques
thoy consdernd that they were ouly asking for »
eomcession to what was grantsd to footballos
nid:hm“nt !lnm P.nrtmd other places,
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coneerned, 1L amd oblwers l1l,.:,'ﬂ'l- plossie on
the waler haed  his w'l.'rm-rt. wym ¥, nand Ilu-y
wera corlvinly  entitle] to ilmnhr privilepen to

those eoncodard 13 other ssctions of the community.
They wers, perhaps, vnaware that nsarly svory-
thing hn-m that department was pmndm

Thesa reserves worn voslod in l.nlﬂbuﬁ:nl lhuull-;
tu the 'Hln free of chargn. would give
r mlidmhm. and me what

hl done, tnl Hﬂ r.urmq' glunes
woul fldﬂlhﬁ N'I.llﬂ b *]I:..milf Il.l.nmt:
& ihhh whish wou gran
ht ght ta obtain.

the right which th.vr_m

REQUEST TO USE CLARKE ISLAND
SMH 27 August 1891

Newspaper articles accessed at Trove.nla.gov here and here

The Svdnev Flying Squadron was a result of the vision of Mark Foy to make racing

on Port Jackson available to all, 1n a sport both healthy and exciting to spectators as




well as participants.
This was the reason for his three innovations, tniangular course, pre-start

handicapping and coloured sails (later reduced to coloured symbols).

Tue Browey Fuvine Bgvanmox Yaons CLon

A mace in eonnection witli the atove club will ba
sailed Lhin aftarnoon over a tranguiar course. Tl
boats entered with ther haodicaps we ms follow
Kanpanook, Negius, and latte, scraieh , U Vot
2 minutes ; Cilost, 3 mnotes ; wod Vielet, 3 minates,
The prizes we L9, £, aod £]1, being iirsl, secoud, aud
I.I.unj respoclively.
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NOTICE OF FIRST RACE
SMH 5 October 1891

The first race was to be held on 5 October 1891 (Notice of Race) but due to weather

conditions was abandoned. Eead the race report from the SMH on 6 October
1891 here.

Hanging around Clark Izsland waiting for the start
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William Hall Photo, 1905, ANMM Collection

Photo courtesy of Jim North collection

Over the years the club has met many challenges, such as the debacle of the 1892
Anniversarv Regatta, the defection of the League in the 1930s - just to mention a
few... but the Squaddie continues to prevail!

In 19328, with the help of Club membership, the SES secured the Club House at the
current location i Careeming Cove and 1in 1973, assisted by legendary “SFS Members
for Life™ the club bought the Pattons Slipways site.




North Shore Rowing Club, Careening Cove
Photo courtesy "A century of Sydney's Flying Sailors”

If only Mark Foy and those founding members could see that their vision still exists

130 years on.

The Sydney Flying Squadron’s values remain the same to this day, a club for the
evervday man or woman_ while every competitive sailor worth his or her salt across

the world knows what a Mark Foy Start 1s. It is indeed a lasting legacy!




We are always looking to provide opportunities for people to join us.
Don’t worry 1f vou are a first timer, there are plenty of old hands to teach vou. If vou
want to be a volunteer on one of the support boats, or just with social events, there are
lots of opportunities to get involved. Qur sailors and volunteers range from teenagers
to 80-year-olds. Boats have a range of male and female crew and everyone is

welcome. Get involved.

Much of the content in this mailout has been taken from Margaret Mollov's book
"A Century of Sydney's Flying Sailors”

A CENTURY OF

SYDNEY’S FLYING SAILORS

MARGARET MOLLOY

Follow the Sydney Flying Squadron at FaceBook and Instagram

Don't forget to support your local community club.




See you at the Squaddie!

Sydney Flying Squadron Ltd

Australia’s oldest open boat sailing club

Our mailing address is:
76 McDougall St Kimmibilli NSW 2061
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